U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Washington, D.C. 20535 
July 27, 2023 


MR. NOAH SCHEER 


FOIPA Request No.: 1554302-000 
Subject: PISCITELLO, BENNY 


Dear Mr. Scheer: 


The FBI has completed its review of records subject to the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) 
that are responsive to your request. The enclosed documents were reviewed under the FOIPA, Title 5, United 
States Code, Section 552/552a. Below you will find check boxes under the appropriate statute headings which 
indicate the types of exemptions asserted to protect information which is exempt from disclosure. The appropriate 
exemptions are noted on the enclosed pages next to redacted information. In addition, a deleted page information 
sheet was inserted to indicate where pages were withheld entirely and identify which exemptions were applied. The 
checked exemption boxes used to withhold information are further explained in the enclosed Explanation of 
Exemptions. 


Section 552 Section 552a 
[ (b)(1) [ (b)(7)(A) [ (d)(5) 
[ (b)(2) [ (b)(7)(B) T (2) 
[ (b)(3) [ (b)(7)(C) T (k)(1) 
I¥ (b)(7)(D) [ (k)(2) 
[ (b)(7)(E) [ (k)(3) 
[ (b)(7)(F) T (k)(4) 
T (b)(4) [ (b)(8) I (k)(5) 
[ (b)(5) [ (b)(9) [ (k)(6) 
 (b)(6) [ (k)(7) 


22 pages were reviewed and 14 pages are being released. 


Please see the paragraphs below for relevant information specific to your request as well as the enclosed 
FBI FOIPA Addendum for standard responses applicable to all requests. 


Based on the information you provided, we conducted a main and reference entity record search of the 
Central Records System (CRS) per our standard search policy. For more information about records searches and the 
standard search policy, see the enclosed FB] FOIPA Addendum General Information Section. 


This is the final release of information responsive to your FOIPA request. This material is being provided to 
you at no charge. 


Enclosed are cross-references that are identifiable with the subject of your request. Cross-references are 
defined as mentions of the subject of your request in files to other individuals, organizations, events, or activities. In 
processing the cross-references, the pages considered for possible release included only those pages that mention 
the subject of your request and any additional pages showing the context in which the subject of your request was 
mentioned. 


Records that may have been responsive to your request were destroyed. Since this material could not be 
reviewed, it is not known if it was responsive to your request. Record retention and disposal is carried out under 
supervision of the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), Title 44, United States Code, Section 3301 
as implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 1228; Title 44, United States Code, Section 3310 as 
implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 1229.10. 


A record that may be responsive to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request has been 
transferred to the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA). If you wish to review these records, submit 
a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to NARA, Special Access and FOIA, 8601 Adelphi Road, Room 5500, 
College Park, MD 20740-6001. Please reference the file number 91-HQ-5535 Serial 2736, 3054 and 91-HQ-181 
Serial 430 


Duplicate copies of the same document were not processed. 


Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to your 
request. “Part 1” of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests. “Part 2” includes 
additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records about yourself or any third party individuals. 
“Part 3” includes general information about FBI records that you may find useful. Also enclosed is our Explanation 
of Exemptions. 


Additional information about the FOIPA can be found at www.fbi.gov/foia. Should you have questions 
regarding your request, please feel free to contact foipaquestions@fbi.gov. Please reference the FOIPA Request 
number listed above in all correspondence concerning your request. 


If you are not satisfied with the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s determination in response to this request, 
you may administratively appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States 
Department of Justice, 441 G Street, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20530, or you may submit an appeal through 
OIP's FOIA STAR portal by creating an account following the instructions on OIP’s website: 
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal. Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically 
transmitted within ninety (90) days of the date of my response to your request. If you submit your appeal by mail, 
both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act Appeal." Please cite the 
FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. 


You may seek dispute resolution services by emailing the FBI’s FOIA Public Liaison at 
foipaquestions@fbi.gov. The subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please also cite 
the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. You may also contact the Office 
of Government Information Services (OGIS). The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government 
Information Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, 
Maryland 20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile 
at 202-741-5769. 


Sincerely, 


Michael G. Seidel 
Section Chief 


Record/Information Dissemination Section 
Information Management Division 


Enclosures 


FBI FOIPA Addendum 


As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA Addendum 
provides information applicable to your request. Part 1 of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests. 
Part 2 includes standard responses that apply to requests for records about individuals to the extent your request seeks the listed 


information. 


Part 3 includes general information about FBI records, searches, and programs. 


Part 1: The standard responses below apply to all requests: 


(i) 


(ii) 


5 U.S.C. § 552(c). Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the 
requirements of the FOIPA [5 U.S.C. § 552(c)]._ FBI responses are limited to those records subject to the requirements of the 
FOIPA. Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on the www.fbi.gov/foia website. 


Intelligence Records. To the extent your request seeks records of intelligence sources, methods, or activities, the FBI can 
neither confirm nor deny the existence of records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(1), (b)(3), and as applicable to requests for 
records about individuals, PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(1), (b)(3), and (j)(2)].__ The mere acknowledgment of 
the existence or nonexistence of such records is itself a classified fact protected by FOIA exemption (b)(1) and/or would reveal 
intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b)(3) [50 USC § 3024(i)(1)]._ This is a standard response 
and should not be read to indicate that any such records do or do not exist. 


Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals: 


(i) 


(ii) 


(iii) 


Requests for Records about any Individual—Watch Lists. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of any 
individual’s name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a 
(b)(7)(E), (j)(2)].. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or do not exist. 


Requests for Records about any Individual—Witness Security Program Records. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny 
the existence of records which could identify any participant in the Witness Security Program pursuant to FOIA exemption 
(b)(3) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(3), 18 U.S.C. 3521, and (j)(2)]._ This is a standard response and 
should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist. 


Requests for Confidential Informant Records. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of confidential 

informant records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(D), (b)(7)(E), and (b)(7)(F) [5 U.S.C.§ § 552 (b)(7)(D), (b)(7)(E), and 
(b)(7)(F)] and Privacy Act exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C.§ 552a (j)(2)]. The mere acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of 
such records would reveal confidential informant identities and information, expose law enforcement techniques, and endanger 
the life or physical safety of individuals. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do 
not exist. 


Part 3: General Information: 


(i) 


(ii) 


(iii) 


(iv) 


Record Searches and Standard Search Policy. The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for 
reasonably described records by searching systems, such as the Central Records System (CRS), or locations where responsive 
records would reasonably be found. The CRS is an extensive system of records consisting of applicant, investigative, 
intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled by the FBI per its law enforcement, intelligence, and 
administrative functions. The CRS spans the entire FBI organization, comprising records of FBI Headquarters, FBI Field Offices, 
and FBI Legal Attaché Offices (Legats) worldwide; Electronic Surveillance (ELSUR) records are included in the CRS. The 
standard search policy is a search for main entity records in the CRS. Unless specifically requested, a standard search does not 
include a search for reference entity records, administrative records of previous FOIPA requests, or civil litigation files. 


a. Main Entity Records — created for individuals or non-individuals who are the subjects or the focus of 
an investigation 

b. Reference Entity Records- created for individuals or non-individuals who are associated with a case 
but are not known subjects or the focus of an investigation 


FBI Records. Founded in 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission. As part of this dual 
mission, the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records on every 
person, subject, or entity. 


Foreseeable Harm Standard. As amended in 2016, the Freedom of Information Act provides that a federal agency may 
withhold responsive records only if: (1) the agency reasonably foresees that disclosure would harm an interest protected by one 
of the nine exemptions that FOIA enumerates, or (2) disclosure is prohibited by law (5 United States Code, Section 
552(a)(8)(A)(i)). The FBI considers this foreseeable harm standard in the processing of its requests. 


Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheets. The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division 
provides Identity History Summary Checks — often referred to as a criminal history record or rap sheet. These criminal history 
records are not the same as material in an investigative “FBI file.” An Identity History Summary Check is a listing of 
information taken from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests, federal employment, 
naturalization, or military service. For a fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity History Summary Check. Forms 
and directions can be accessed at www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks. Additionally, requests can be 
submitted electronically at www.edo.cjis.gov. For additional information, please contact CJIS directly at (304) 625-5590. 


(b)(1) 


(b)(2) 


(b)(3) 


(b)(4) 


(b)(5) 


(b)(6) 
(b)(7) 


(b)(8) 


(b)(9) 


(d)(5) 


MQ) 


(k)(1) 


(k\(2) 


(kK)3) 


(k\(4) 


(k\(5) 


(k)(6) 


(k)(7) 


EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 


(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 


related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 


specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the matters 
be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers 
to particular types of matters to be withheld; 


trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 


inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 
the agency; 


personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 


records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or 
information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a fair 
trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) could 
reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any private 
institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual; 


contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 


geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 


material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 
or apprehend criminals; 


information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign policy, 
for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 


investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or privilege 
under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be 
held in confidence; 


material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant to 
the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 


required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 


investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 


testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service the 
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 


material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who 
furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
FBI/DOJ 
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Form No. 1 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


REPORT MADE AT 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


SiATTIE, WASHINGTON NK FILE NO. 7452 DDB 


DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 


HICH MADE 
NEWARK, NEW JPSEY 8/9/45 e/19-21 57/11 ROBERT D. LO VEY 


TITLE 


CHARACTER OF CAGE 


UNKNOWN SUBU&CT yy, KIDNAPING 
CHARLES FLY TCHER NATTSON - Victim 


a 


SYNOPSIS OF FacTs: Kes FRED STUMP-Suspect. Post office covering 62 


COPIES DESTROYEDfinger and palm prints of suspect compared with latents 
4476 JUL 2 196 


wv) 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 


Bureau 
3 Seattle (tnc.8) 
2 Philadelphia (.:nc.é) 
2 Washington Field 
2 Newark 


Monticello Ave, Jersey City, NJ, and occupants of 
that address, interviewed with negative results. 
Criminal records, Jersey City PD, checked with 
negetive results. 


a 


US Probation 


Re: BENNY PISCITELLO,was—“uspect. 
Cffice, Trenton, NJ, records reflect suspect in- 


earcerated at Lewisburg Penitentiary under name 


BENADETTOVMIONE, Now 12618NE, 


Res JAMES LELAND COLEMAN,was-Suspect. TONY 
HOROSKT and other employees Dock 10, yérsey 


Cantral kR, uable to recall suspect. 


Re: JERRILL uANUATAORSETA wes-Ouspect. Suspect 

located in (Y° end interviewed by NY Field Division. 

BS records, LB #6, Bloomfield, Nd, provide description 

and background infprmation concerning subject. Further 
background information obtained from employment records 

in NJ. Wife ,ETHARACOREY, has known suspect since April, / 
1944 and has no information concerning fuspect's activities ©’ 
during pertinent period of case but s he "knew the West - 
Coast to a T", Suspect's sister, LAR RICHII, has no 

definite recollection of suspect!s whereabouts during 

pertinent period. 


Re: TH@ODORE ALFONSO POIK~Suspect. Bureau advises 
ithout identification. Criminal record set out, 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


U. 8. GOVERNMENT ZRISTING OFFICE T—2034 


NK 7-52 
- UNDEVELOPED LEADS ~ 


PHILADELPHIA FIEID DIVISION 


Re: BENNY PISCITELLO, was-Suspect 


First reported at Seattle. 


At Lewisburg, Pennsylvania 


W411 locate suspect at the Federal Penitentiary under the 
name of BENEDETTO MIONE, No. 12618NE, and will interview him vigor- 
ously concerning his activities and associates during the pertinent 
period of this case. 


Rez HENRY RAFPANELIO, was~Suspect 


First reported at Newark. 


At Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


vill exhibit photographs of suspect RAFANELLO to witnesses 
in instant case for possible identification. 


WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION 


Re: HENRY RAFANELLO, was—Suspect 


First reported av Newark. 


At Washington, D. C. 


Will check the WPA wage records to verify suspect's employment 
on paving projects in Newark, New Jersey, during the pertinent veriod of 
instant case 


SEATTLE FIELD DIVISION 


Re: JAMS LELAND COLEMAN, was-Suspect 


First reported at Seattle 


At Seattle, Washington 


Will, if deemed advisable, forward photographs and a 
description of suspect so that further inquiry may be made of SANDER 


-ts~ 


NK 7-52 


information requested of her. Postman BROOKS also checked his 
removal book which dated back to Jenuary, 1942, with negative results, 


Mrs. LOUISA HOLZMAN, 62 Monticello Avenue, advised 
that she had resided at that address for over twenty years and had 
always been in control of the renting of the rooms in her home. 
She advised that she had never known anyone by the name of STUMP 
and had not heard of the name except when she did receive a letter 
addressed to FRED STUMP over two years ago, She stated she sent 
this letter back to the Post Office and had never heard anything 
more concerning the matter, 


It is noted that the letter described by Mrs, HOLZMAN 
was mentioned in the previous report covering the interview of the 
occupants at 62 Monticello Avenue. 


Reference letter from the Seattle Field Division was 
received at the Newark Field Division subsequent to the coverage 
of the above leads, 


Re: BENNY PISCITELLO, with, gliases 
Benedetto .ione, Be ione, 
BennyMiano, Benn one, Benny", 
Be earce, BenniehPiscitello, 
Benny Josepit}Reymond, Benjamin J. 
Raymond, Benjamidf@usso, Benny/Gulinaddo. 


Fugitive I, 0. Nd, 1728 — Susvest 


First Reported at Seattle. 


The above aliases for suspect PISCITELLO were obtained 
from Newark File No. 91-70 entitled "The Woodridge National Bani, 
Wood Ridge, New Jersey; Robbery, January 15, 1937." 


Deputy in Charge ROBERT FORREST, United States Marshal's 
Office, Newark, New Jersey, again checked his records and advised that 
BENNY PISCITELLO was sentenced by Judge MOORE at Trenton, New Jersey, 
on April 1, 1943 to eight years plus five years, plus a probationary 
period of fifteen years. The Marshal's records reflected that the 
prisoner was removed fron the Hudson County Jail, Jersey City, New Jersey, 
to the United States Penitentiary at Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, to serve 
his eight-year sentence. 


NK 7-52 


Miss L. SCHWEITZEL, United States Probation Office, 
Federal Building, Newark, New Jersey, advised that her records 
reflected that suspect was listed on their records as BENEDETTO 
MIONE. 


FRANCIS J. SLANE, United States Probation Office, 
Trenton, New Jersey, consulted his records and advised that suspect 
was incarcerated at Lewisburg Federal Penitentiary under the name of 
BENEDETTO MIONE and was assigned No. 12618NE. SLANE advised that 
this information and number was correct according to the last notice 
received from the prison, which was on May 2, 1945e 


Re: JAMES TELAND COLEMAN, with aliases 
Lela oleman, Jame Leman, 
Jemes Teland Coleman - Suspect 
yirst reported at Seattle, Washington 


TONY GRUSZKA, who has @ mailing address at 3245 - 7th 
Street, Jersey City, New Jersey, but who resides aboard a barge at 
Dock No, 10, Jersey City Central Railroad, advised that TONY HOROSKI 
was not there at the present time and he did not know where HOROSKI 
lived. However, GRUSZKA stated that he believed that his mother~in- 
law, whose name was DOMBROSKI, had a grocery store at the corner of 
Henderson and 16th Streets, Jersey City. GRUSZKA stated that he had 
worked at the Dock No. 10 for many years but that he did not recall 
anyone by the name of JAMES IELAND COLEMAN. 


WILLIAM SANDER, Foreman at Dock Noe 10, Wright and Cobb 
Lighterage Company, 19 Rector Street, New York City, advised that he 
had worked on Dock No. 10 for twenty-five years and that he had no 
definite recollection of COLEMAN, although the name sounds familiar, 
SANDER stated that if COLEMAN had worked there any length of time he 
would know hime 


SANDER also telephonically checked the employment records 
of the Wright & Cobb Lighterage Company, New York City, and advised 
that they had no record of having employed anyone by suspect's name. 


Neighborhood inquiry in the vicinity of Henderson and 
16th Streets, Jersey City, revealed that TONY HOROSKI resided at 615 
Henderson Street. Mrs. MARY PANA, mother-in-law of TONY HOROSKI, 
advised that TONY HOROSKI, senior, had been dead for seven years and 
had worked on the docks for many years before that. However, she 
advised that TONY HOROSKI, JRe, was also working on Dock No. 10 and 
had worked there for about twenty yearse 


NK 7-52 __ 


(SYNOPSIS) 


REFERENCES 


Be: HENRY Pe iades: was ~ Suspect. Suspect located 


and in interview advises that during pertinent period 
he was employed by WPA in Newark and was reporting 

to NJ State Parole Officer regularly at Newark, Photo- 
grephs, fingerprints and palm prints obtained, Criminal 
record and description set out. WPA wage records now 
in Washington, D. C, NJ Parole Office records verify 
suspect's employment and record appearances at Parole. 
Office 10419436, 1-737 and 2610437. Mother and 
sister of suspect advise he was not out of NJ except 
for infrequent visits to NYC, 


= P wo 


Bureau File No. 71820. 


Report of Special Agent 1 ROBERT D, MC VEY dated June 23, 
1945 at Newark, 


Res saMug PHELAN Sug ect ~ Report of » Special Agent 
THEODORE D. STONEY dated January 6, 1945 at Seattle. 


Re: FRED STUMP-Suspect — Report of Special Agent 
ARTHUR C, LARSON dated November 16, 1944 at New York, 


Letter from Seattle to Newark. dated July 11, 1945, 


Re: BENNY PISCITELLO-Suspect - Report of Special Agent 


WINTHROP S. CROWELL dated December 19, 1944 at Newark. 


- Report of Special Agent JOHN HE. KSEFE dated March 28, 


1945 at Philadelphia, 
Ret JAMES LHLAND COLEMAN-Suspect ~ Report of Special 
Agent CHARLES A. KAHRHOFF, JR. dated November 2, 1944 
at Seattle. 


Report of Special Agent ARTHUR oe ‘LARSON dated May 5, 
1945 at New York, 


He: JURRILL MANUEL CORREIA-Susvect —- Letter from 
Seattle to Bureau dated June 5, 1945, 


Telegram from Portland dated June 16, 1945. 
Teletype to New Yor and Seattle dated June 20, 1945. 


“age 
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‘I were 
ral Federal Burean of Investigation 
‘Mnited States Departinent of Justice 
NEWARK 2, NEW JERSEY 


; é o ee 


February 4, 1944 


PFB:GEW 
EAN 


K DIRECTOR, F.B.I. 
RE: UNKNOEN SUBJECTSe> 
CHARLES FLETCHER MATTSON - VICTIM 
KIDNAPING 
| (BURFAU FILE NO. 7-1820 


Dear Sirs x 
Re: LAVRENCH McCULLY - Suspect | 


‘Kirst reported at Newark, New Jerse 


Reference is made to Report of Special Agent EDNARD B. ; 
dated November 18, 1943 at Seattle, Washington, setting out a le or 
\O Newark Field Division at Vineland, New Jersey, to interview JAMES/BARNETT, 
* in order to ascertain the present whereabouts of suspect, LAWRENCE McCULLY. 


ra This is to advise that JAMES BARNETT was interviewed on August 
~t)" 11, 1943, which interview is reflected in the Report of Special Agent 
PAT F. BASS dated August 11, 1943, at Newark, New Jersey. 


pa In view of the foregoing, lead set out in the reference report 
oy xis being disregarded, 
oe 
N- ; 
e) 4° Res joseph - Suspect 


we a _ First reported at Seattle, Washington. 


Reference is made to the Report of Special Agent PAT F. BASS dated 
Novenber 17, 1943, Newark, New Jersey, which reflects that suspect NEMTH C) 


had been apprehended by the Sheriff's Office at Two Harbors, Minnesota, 
on September 25, 1943, and the St. Paul Field Division had been requested 
by teletype to interview him and ascertain his rhereabouts during ‘the 
pertinent period. 


In view of the foregoing, the leads looking toward the Iccation 
and apprehension of suspect NEMTH, as set out in Report of Special Agent 
JULIAN B. BROWN, dated April 13, 1943, are being cierepercede 


| RECORDED ~7_ i 

COPIES DESTROYED a8 ae’ /8&2O ~35 O02 

“R472 Jub 19.1964, °* PAUBLICHKA - Suspect ‘INDEXED “— "Boop o™™ 
amerrer sss 


rape? a 


AQ he 
OMAR & SHON 


First reported at Newark, New Jersey. ‘ \ 

25 FEB 28 1944 
i fo ExX=-1 wt 
| Bt. 


(4 


| a é 


7-52 Newark, New Jersey 
PFB:GEW a February 4, 1944 


Letter to the Director 
~2— 


s 


Reference is made to the Report of Soecial Agent H. WARREN TOOL, 


‘UR., dated January 21, 1944, Newark, New Jersey, setting out information 


to the effect that suspect, PAUBLICHKA resides in New York City and recuest~ 
ing the New York Field Division to interview the suspect. 


Pending receipt of information fron the New York Field Division, 


the lead looking toward the location of this suspect As set out in Report 
of Special Agent JULIAN B. BROWN dated April 13, 1943, are being held 


in abeyance, 
penne fPISCITELLO, was —- Suspect ; 
First reported at Seattle, Washington. | 


There is being enclosed herewith, Report of Special Agent PAT F. 
BASS, dated Fobruary 4, 1944, at Newark, New Jersey, which reflects the 
investigation conducted pursuant to the leads. set out in Report of Special 
Agent JULIAN B. BROUN, dated April 13, 1943. : 
.“ Unless advised to the contrary, no further easdigetiean rit be 
conducted regarding this suspects 


Res 
Informant - pip 


First reported at New Orleans, Louisiana, 


= 
# 


Reference is made to the Report of Special Agent S. EARL HOBBS, 
dated August 20, 1943 at New Orleans, Louisiana, setting out a lead to 
conduct investigation at Dunellen, New Jersey. 


Reference is also made to letter dated July 17, 1943, directed 
to the New York Field Division, carbon ccpy for Seattle Field Division, ad~ 
vising that McFadden Publications does not have an office at Dunellen, 
New eergeys but there is an office located in New York City. 

The New York Field Division ras requested to conduct the reference 
investigation, 


Reference is made to the letter from the Seattle Field Division 
to Newark, dated November 20, 1943, advising that certain leads restated 


UNDEVELOPED LEADS 
SPRINGFIELD FIELD DIVISION: 


RE: BENNY PISCITELLO, was - Suspect, 
‘First reported at Seattle, Washingtons 


At Springfield, T1l.- Mil. report the results of the comparison & 
suspect BENNY PISCITELLO'S fingerprints with 
‘the latent prints in the instant case. 


NEWARK FIELD DIVISION. 


RE: ANDREW J. LEAGRO, with alias - Suspect, 
First reported at New Orleans, 


« At Burlington, N. Je -Will ascertain if ANDREY J. ‘LBAGRO, /p*Ssently 
employed at the Burlington Power House for 
the purpose of interviewing him relative to 
his exact whereabouts during the pertinent 
period and for the purpose of securing his 
photograph, He may also be located through 
the Local Pipe Fitters ees Camden, New 
Jerseys 
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the pertinent period. 


A ‘thorough review of the file entitled "PETER JAMES COLAVECCHIO - was. ,etal, 
BANK ROBBFRY! Newark File 91-70, reflects that suspect PISCITELLO was ‘questioned 
by Special. Agent IEE 0. TEAQUE and JOHNS. P. WILSON, JR., at Springfield, 
Tllinois, on February 16, 1943 and at this time he executed a signed state~ 
ment, pert of which is as follows: 


"I was born February 18, 1912, in New York, 
New York, I resided in New York City and vicinity 
until ‘about the middle of 1939 when I came to Spring- 
‘ field, Tllinols, and obtained employment in that city. 
Z obtained this employment under the name of BENNY 
RAYM 


"During the time that I resided in New 
York, from approximately 1935 until my leaving the 
last mentioned city, I lived at a number of places, 
The -exact dates of my residence at these places is 
not definitely recalled by me; however, I recall living 
at HARVEY'S Baths, which is located on Coney Islands — 
This was probably during 1935. Jnext moved tony .- 
sister's, Mrs. THERESA BROCATO, who did reside at 128 
Montauk Avenue in Brooklyn at that time, TI resided at 
this point until about the middle of 1936 when I again 
moved to HARVEY'S Baths, JZ am unable to state definitely 
my residence addresses for the next two or three years 
but do recall ‘residing at SILBER'S Baths located in . 
Coney Island, and also J resided on 84th Street be- 
tween Central Park West and Columbus Avenue. At this ; 
last mentioned point, I lived under the name of BENNY 
RUSSO for approximately nine months, I moved fron 
this point to Springfield, Illinois.” 


It is to be noted from the aboye, that PISCITELLO admits that 
he was An New York City during the pertinent period but could not furnish | 
any information as to his exact whereabouts, 


It is also to be noted that at the time of PISCITELLO'S arrest 
at Springfield, Tllinois, he was fingerprinted and palm printed and the 
prints were forwarded to the Bureau for comparison with the latent prints 
in comection with the instant case, os 


As of ‘this date, the NEWARK FIRLD DIVISION ‘has received no ins 
formation concerning the results of this comparison. 


A review of the file also reflects that the robbery in the instant 


wade 
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case occurred on January 15, 1937, Woodridge, New Jersey and suspect 
PISCITELLO was in New Jersey on that date, 


The file further indicates that this bank robbery had been planned 
for a period of two months, and that PISCITELLO was in and around New York 
City during this period, 


it will be noted that this suspect has resided in New York City 
the greater part of his life and it was not until 1939 that he left New 
Xork City and moved to Springfield, Illinois. . 


In view cf the fact that this suspect has always resided in 
New York City and there is no allegation ‘that he was on the "est Coast 
during ‘the pertinent period, no further investigation is being conducted 
unless advised to the contrary, 


_ This file wes reviewed subsequent to the Report of Special Agent’ 
JULIAN B. BROWN, dated April 13, 1943, at Newark, New Jersey, and leads 
for the Newark Field Division have been restatede « 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Tuiscaseoricinatepar SEATTLE! rie No. NK~7-=-52 gew 


en aa OATE WHEN MADE 


NEWARK, NSW JERSEY | 2/4/4453 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS: 
CHARLES FLETCHER MATISON - VICTIM 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: No definite information obtained concerning 
- whereabouts of BENNY PISCITELLO during per= 

tinent period when he testified in Court 
‘4n conection with his trial for bank robberye 
Review of bank ‘robbery file reflects that 
PISCITELLO was in NYC on 1/15/37 and had 
‘lived the greater part of his life in NYC, 
File reviewed,: Leads restated. 


-P- 


References: | Bureau File #7-1820 
Report of SA JULIAN B. BROWN dated 4/13/43 at Newark, Ne J, 


Details: , Re: BENNY PISCTTELDO, was ~ 
Suspect - First reported 


at Seattle, Washington. 


Pursuant to the lead set out in the Report of 
Special Agent JULIAN B. BROWN dated April 13, 

/ 1943, at Newark, New Jersey, BENNY PISCITELLO 
was questioned in court when he took the wit~ 
ness stand on his ow behalf in connection 
with his trial for bank robberye 


‘During this questioning, no definite information 
was obtained as to his exact whereabouts during 
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CO-287 Mr. Tolson ain 


7 *“<“JOHA-EDGAR_ HGOVER Mr. E.A. Tamm 
/ DIR TOR : 


Federal Burean of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 


Washington, A. C. Ane ney 
; Mr. Carson 
) . August 4, 1942 Mr. Coffey_ 
nt a JABsevd Mr Hendon 
: ; Mr. Holloma A 
be : , Mr. McGuire 
SK f < MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRaCTOR Mr. Quinn Tamin___ 
i i Mr. Harbo peste 
Tele. Room 
oh ' Mr. Nease 
; ; Miss Beahm 
“There is attached hereto a summary of the activities miss Gandy 
e of the fifteen most imvoortant“fugitives presently being sought 


by the Bureau. 


recent apprehension of Bert Hdaward m by Special Agents of 
‘this Bureau at Los Angeles, Califdrhia. Solem, who was wanted 
for violation of the Bank Robbery (Larceny) Statute, was on the 
list of the fifteen most important Bureau fugitives. - 


This memorendum is sinang(erten ty in view of the 


Srris, with aliases, who is wanted by the Bureau for Violation 
4 o£ the Unlawful Flight to Avoid Prosecution Statute, and the 
Selective Service and Federal Firearms Acts. , 


bibs There is submitted herewith the name of Thomas Nathan ‘ 


An Identification Order is presently being prepared 
for publication relative to this fugitive. 


The selection of this subject has been approved by 
ie. McGuire for Lr. Nichols. : a . 


Respectfully, 


ca «°"s 


E. A. Tamm ~, 
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in an unsuccessful effort to rescue Piscitello. Although indicted 
for murder in this case, Piscitello "beat the rap." This subject's 
photograph has been ideritified by witnesses in the Matnap case as 
being a close resemblance to the kidnaper. 


James Colbz Me as was indicted by the Federal Grand 
Jury at New York City ‘for violation of the Bank Robbery (Larceny) 
Statute on March 26, 1942. He is also wanted for a violation of 
the Federal Impersonation Statute at Newark, New Jersey. He has 
been sought by the Federal Bureau of Investigation since 1939. 
Harrington is considered a super-confidence man and is well known 
to Chambers of Commerce, Banks and law enforcing officials throughout 
the United States. His criminal record dates back to 1903 and con 
stitutes over forty arrests and incarcerations in many State Peni- 
tentiaries as well as Federal penal institutions. While incarcerated 
in one penitentiary Harrington is alleged to have carried on a 
$5,000.00 blackmail scheme and to have taken fellow prisoners and 
their families for an undetermined amount of money. He has victim 
ized many Chambers of Commerce and astute businessmen, his clever 
schemes taking as much as $5,000.00 at one time. In 1938, Harrington 
even attempted to confer with high Government officials regarding a 
"confidential plan" to save the United States from $250,000,000 to 
$30Q000,000. The files of the Bureau contain 56 aliases used by 
this criminal during his activities, 


Theodore ronaileech, With aliases, has been sought by 
the Federal Bureau of Ifvestigation since December 22, 1940. A °- 
Federal complaint was filed at Pineville, Kentucky, on ge aie 23, 
1940, charging him, with two others, with kidnaping James’ Uregory, 
a taxicab driver, and with violation of the National Motor Vehicle: 
Theft Act. Gregory was forced to accompany Rasch and his two asso— 
ciates from Black Joe, Kentucky, to a point near Big Stone Gap, 
Virginia, where he was robbed and his taxi taken from him. - Rasch 
and his two associates on May 12, 1941, were indicted at london, 
Kentucky, for kidnaping and violation of the National Motor Vehicle 
Theft Act. Rasch's two cohorts, while in possession of the taxi, 
were taken into custody by the Sheriff's Office at Fergus Falls, 
Mimesotae One was subsequently given a sentence of fifteen years 
for kidnaping and five years for violation of the National Motor 
Vehicle Theft Act, the sentences to run concurrently. The other 
was tried, found guilty, and received concurrent sentences of five 
years for each offense, the sentences being suspended and a proba~ 
tionary period of five years being imposed. Rasch, according to 
his former wife,carries either a gun or a blackjack and is a 
vicious and ruthless individual. Prior to the birth of their first 
child, he on several occasions endeavored to kill the wnborn child 
by assaulting the mother, Shortly after the child's birth, he 
threatened to kill both the child and the mother. His criminal 
record reflects four arrests. He was sentenced for one year to the 
House of Correction, Warrensville, Ohio, for non—support. 
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August . 5, 1942 


Thomas Nathan Norris, with aliases, a notorious robber and 
gunman and a life-termer who escaped from the Texas State Prison System, 
has been sought by the Bureau since April 1942 for Unlawful Flight to 
Avoid Prosecution for armed robbery of a store messenger at Little Rock, 
Arkansas, on April 17, 1942, as well as for violation of the Selective 
Service and Federal Firearms Acts. On March 16, 1942, Norris commonly 


known as Pete.Nerris was delivered from the Ferguson State Prison Farm, 
Midway, Texas, by Taylor MarshaldfiWiichard, likewise a life-termer who 


had escaped from the Texas State Penitentiary, and Jené PayLénorris Pa) 
younger brother of Pete. At the time of his escape, Pete had a maximum 
of 436 years in sentences to serve. He was received at the Texas State 
Penitentiary on October 19, 1937 for robbery with firearms to serve from 
five to forty years. He later received additional sentences of 99 years 
for murder, five to ninety-nine years for robbery by assault, and two 99 
year sentences were imposed upon him on two separate charges of robbery 
with firearms. Pete Norris was previously sought by the Bureau for 
Unlawful Flight to Avoid Prosecution for armed robbery and was apprehended 
by Bureau Agents assisted by local officers, after a gun battle at the 
farm home of his mother, Manyforris » hear Rogers, Arkansas in 1937, 

after which he received the various sentences described. He was one of 
the criminals who, jake Alvin Karpis, was harbored by former Chief of 
Detectives "Dutchiakers, of the Hot Springs, Arkansas Police Department, 
which offense resulted in Akers! conviction and sentence in 1938. Norris 
is known to have associated in Hot Springs, Arkansas, and other places, 
with notorious criminals, two of whom were killed in gun battles in 1937 
while resisting arrest by local officers, His mother, a brother and 

a Sister are also presently being sought as fugitives for harboring. Norris 
is well knownfor his criminal activities throughout the Southwest and is 
regarded by local officers as extremely dangerous. His criminal record 
reflects only one arrest prior to his apprehension in Arkansas, same being 
by the Police Department, Wilson, North Carolina in 1935 for possession of 
firearms for which offense he was fined 5250.00 and ordered out of town. 


Benny?f'scitello is being sought by the Federal Bureau of 

Investigatioh on an indictment returned by a Federal Grand Jury at 

Trenton, New Jersey, on November 4, 1938, charging him with a violation 

of the Federal Sank Robbery Act, in connection with the robbery of the 

Wood—Ridge National Bank, Wood~Ridge, New Jersey, on January 15, 1937 3 

of 39,120.00, in currency. This robbery was perpetrated by four individuals 

using a Thompson sub-machine gun, a sawed-off shotgun and sidearms,. 

Piscitello's three associates were apprehended by Agents of the Federal 

Bureau of Investigation and were sentenced to long terms in a Federal 

Penitentiary in connection with this bank robbery. Piscitello is thirty 

years of age and of Italian parents. In 1935, he was arrested in Brooklyn, 

New York, and charged with the gang murder of "Little Jerry" Magavaro. At 

the time of his arrest for this offense, Piscitello slugged the police 

officer and one of this gangster's associates emptied his gun at the officer 
, ae 
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